
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear All 
 
I hope enjoyed the celebrations for the Jubilee.   I admit to being a royalist at heart ï so made bunting and decorations for the 4 day 
celebration my family attended.  We attended a caravan rally at a country park in Westbury, Wiltshire.  We took part in  the ñbig 
lunchò on the Sunday ï about 150 of us in large marquees.  The weather was not kind to us but the day went wonderfully well.  It 
was fantastic to have the White Horse overlooking our celebrations ï the people of Westbury had carried out a big clean of the 
horse and it was sparkling white.  As we watched the beacon being lit  I remembered that in about 1979 I attended a class at the 
Record Office in Obridge Road, on how to read ñold Englishò.  One of the pieces we translated was the firing of the beacons from 
Plymouth to warn the country should the Spanish invade ï about 450 years ago.   
 
A couple of weeks ago I met up with 14 ñgirlsò who started school with me in September 1963.  2012 is the year we all reach our 
ñdiamondò age so a very special celebration.  Our former English teacher had made films of school life up to its closure in 1971 and 
we were able to watch some that had been put onto a dvd ï no sound but fascinating to watch. Iôve made a copy of the dvd so that 
my grandchildren will see what my school life was like ï but having already been asked by one of them if dinosaurs were around 
when I was little, they may be quite disappointed! 
 
Thank you to all who contributed to this edition.  Please do let me have any items you think would be of interest to Friends. 
 
Liz James, Editor 
 

 
The Queen & Prince Philip in Crewkerne on 2

nd
 May 2012 
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The Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society and The Friends of Somerset Archives 
are pleased to present, for your delight and delectation, 

 
A Right Royal Symposium 

 
to be held at the Somerset Heritage Centre, Taunton, 

on Saturday 23
rd

 June 2012, 
between the hours of 11.00am and 4.30pm (coffee from 10.30am) 

 
The day will include talks on 
× The excavation of Cheddar Palace (John Page) 
× The flight of Charles II (Tom Mayberry) 
× Queen Victoriaôs Diamond Jubilee, 1897 (Janet Tall) 
× The Victoria County History of Somerset (Mary Siraut) 
× Jubilee and Coronation Celebrations in Somerset (Jane de Gruchy); and  
× Somerset in 1952 (Colin Spackman) 

 
There will also be an exhibition of royal documents and memorabilia, and the chance to go behind the scenes and 
view royal artefacts in the museum stores ï including a portrait of George III and a pair of Queen Victoriaôs drawers!   
 
Tickets are £10, including lunch and refreshments, and can purchased from the SANHS Office, tel. 01823 272429, 
email office@sanhs.org. 
 
For more information about the event, see www.sanhs.org or speak to Jane de Gruchy at the Heritage Centre, tel. 
01823 278805.   
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
As mentioned above, our next event will be A Right Royal Symposium, 11.00am-4.30pm on Saturday 23 June, in 
conjunction with the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society.  This should be a really interesting and 
varied day, so please consider coming along.    During Colin Spackmanôs talk and tea afterwards, there will be the 
chance to talk about your own experience of the Coronation and other Jubilees, and if you have any documents or 
objects that you think other people would be interested in seeing, please bring them with you.     
 
After that, on Saturday 14 July at 2.00pm, Sue Berry will be returning to talk about the Somerset Seaside.  This is 
based on Sueôs research for the forthcoming second volume of the Maritime History of Somerset.  If you enjoyed 
Sueôs piece in the last newsletter about bathing machines, this is your chance to find out more (woollen bathing 
costumes ï thankfully ï not required!)   
 
We are hoping to run a treasure hunt at the Museum of Somerset at Taunton Castle at some point this year, but we 
donôt yet have a date.  We will fill you in when things are finalised.   
 
The last event I have to report at the moment is a talk by Sue Tall on war memorials on Saturday 10

th
 November at 

2.00pm at the Heritage Centre.   

 

 
Queenôs Diamond Jubilee Visit by Janet Tall 

 

There was great excitement in Crewkerne on 2 May, as the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh visited as part of the 
Diamond Jubilee tour.  The Heritage Service was asked to be part of this special day, and put on a display of 
Somersetôs archive and museum treasures in Crewkerne Town Hall. 
 
When we arrived in Crewkerne at 8am the sense of anticipation was already building.  The town centre was a mass of 
Union Jacks, and what looked like several miles of bunting stretched in every direction.  Crowds were already starting 
to gather, trying to get the best spot for seeing the Queen when she arrived. 
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We set up our display in the foyer of the town hall with great care ï conscious that it included some of the countyôs 
most significant archives and artefacts.  The display had a distinct South Somerset and royal theme, and included the 
survey and rental of Crewkerne, 1599; the Ilminster charter of 995; the highly illustrated 17

th
 century pedigree and 

grant of arms of the Poulet family of Hinton St George; and the illustrated funeral procession of Queen Elizabeth I, 
which must be among the longest documents as it extends for about 4 metres (16 ft).   
 

 

 
 
 

Alongside these archival treasures the museum objects included the beautiful Hendford torc, a delicate piece of 
Bronze Age gold; a rare Anglo-Saxon silver penny struck at Crewkerne during the reign of King Cnut; a 200 million 
year old skull of an ichthyosaur; and a section through an ammonite found near Crewkerne. 
 

 
In pride of place was the coronation cope worn by the Bishop of Bath and Wells at the coronation in 1953.  It was 
originally made for the coronation of King Edward VII in 1902, and has been worn by the Bishop of Bath and Wells at 
every coronation since ï carefully altered to fit bishops of differing heights.  It is a very special Somerset treasure and 
was loaned for display by the Bishopsô Palace, Wells. 



 
The cope being worn by Dr Harold Bradfield, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 2 June 1953. 

 

It was also a chance for us to celebrate the Somerset Victoria County History and display some of the most recent 
volumes.  The VCH is being rededicated to the Queen in honour of the Diamond Jubilee, as well as keeping its 
original dedication to Queen Victoria. 
 

 
There was a real sense of occasion, with the crowds cheering, a brass band playing óGod Save the Queenô, and the 
town crier proclaiming the visit.  The Queen and Prince Philip looked round our display, asking questions, before 
moving on to see displays from Crewkerne parish church and of local produce.  They also met a lady celebrating her 
100

th
 birthday and children specially chosen to give flowers, although one small boy was most reluctant to part with his 

posy! 
 
After unveiling a plaque commemorating the visit the Queen was whisked away for the next part of her tour, and we 
spent several hours welcoming hundreds of local people who were fascinated to see the treasures on display.  It was 
definitely a day to remember! 

 
 



 
 

 

Previous Jubilee Celebrations -  
 

 
 
King George V Jubilee Celebration at Barrington in 1936.  I wonder if the children will be celebrating this year!! 

 
 

 

 

Tithe lecture and visit at the Heritage Centre 13th March 2012 ï from Anne Murch 
 
We were given a fascinating couple of hours during which we had a talk on the tithe maps and apportionments by 
Jane de Gruchy, a visit to Mervyn Richens in the conservation room, a visit to the strong room where the maps are 
stored and a viewing and explanation of the camera set up, used for the digitisation photography of the maps. 
 
Janeôs Lecture 
 
Jane gave us an interesting account of the history of tithes and the reasons for the tithe maps. For many years  10% 
of a personôs income had had to be paid to support the church. These payments in kind included predial tithes 
(coming from the ground), mixed or agistment (nourished by the ground) and personal, which included the fruits of 
someoneôs labour, a mill for example. The great tithes including wood, corn, grain and hay were paid to the rector and 
the small tithes, which included everything else, to the vicar. There were disputes over what was titheable and how it 
was collected and whether the payer of tithes had to deliver or the tithe collector fetch. Tithes were understandably 
unpopular and the Society of Friends in the 1730s were against paying tithes to support the church. Tithes became 
particularly unpopular in the early 19th century with increasing tension during the economic downturn and bad 
harvests when rents had to drop and farmers saw them as an unfair tax. It was also thought unjust that, if a farmer 
made improvements, he had to pay more tithes.Some vicars were reluctant to force people to pay, while payers quite 
commonly tried to find ways round paying, for example by moving animals around. It became a subject for political 
satire. 
 



After the reformation and dissolution of the monasteries tithes could be owned by private individuals and could be 
bought and sold. There were compositions, private arrangements between vicar and landowner to commute tithes in 
kind to a money payment. Individuals could have moduses, permanent charges on either a type of produce or a piece 
of land.  
 
One of the aims of late 18th century and early 19th century enclosures was to get rid of economically inefficient tithes. 
The tithe owners were sometimes compensated by being given land. In the early 1830s there were riots and disorder, 
some of it directed against the tithe system and some parishes petitioned parliament. 
 
The 1836 Tithe Commutation Act was very bureaucratic and aimed to apportion the amount of tithe payments fairly 
between landowners in the 14,829 tithe districts. To do this it had to be clear who owned what land, what its value had 
been in the last 7 years, its acreage and cultivation and to do this they needed to draw up the tithe maps. They were 
drawn up by local surveyors and paid for by the parish. They were not drawn to any set scale. The largest in Somerset 
is Dulverton surveyed at 2 chains to the inch ï as a result it is 13ft wide. It didnôt follow that the larger scale was 
followed with places more densely populated. There was also variation in how the maps were presented, some being 
beautifully coloured, others much plainer. Some do not have north at the top of the map. Some were based on earlier 
maps, for example Lympsham, based on an 1802 survey. Others are the earliest maps we have for some parishes. 
Town centres were often not mapped, including Bath, Bridgwater, Chard, Frome, Ilchester, Shepton Mallet, Taunton, 
Wells and Yeovil and larger places that do have maps often donôt include street names. There are 502 tithe maps for 
Somerset but for a few places a map is missing, Bathwick, Charterhouse, Exmoor, Rodden, Walcot and Witham Friary 
but for only one there is no substitute.  
 
Three copies of each map were made, one for the tithe commissioners (now at National Archives and the official legal 
one), one for the Diocese ( now in local record office) and one which was kept in the parish and could be in a variety 
of places, if it survives. Occasionally there could be tiny differences betwen copies. The awards or apportionments 
which complement the maps give details of landowner, occupier, type of property, state of cultivation, acreage and 
tithe liability. 
 
The current microfiche from the National archives miss out the colour on the maps making it difficult to distinguish 
different types of buildings. The Somerset Heritage centre is currently digitising the maps for future use which will be a 
great improvement.  
 
Jane had also produced some documents for us to examine. 
 

 
 

Friends of Somerset Archives Tithe Apportionment Project 
Malcolm Daniels and Jenni Llewellyn spoke about  the project for digitising the tithe apportionments which will 
eventually be available with the maps. 
Anne and Robin Leaman have photographed all the apportionments and these are then being transcribed by 
volunteers from the Friends. Malcolm has enhanced  images to make them more readable. To date  150 of the 502 
parishes have been done. New volunteers are always welcome and are given a template with which to work which 
appears on the computer screen beside the photo. Where possible people are given parishes in which they are 
interested. The size of parishes varies greatly and volunteers can start on a small parish. Members from anywhere in 
the world can and do help with this transcription. Jenni is the link for the tithe project. 
 

 

 



 

Strong room visit 
Jane took us down to the strong room to see the storage of the tithe maps, some hanging vertically, some,including 
the huge Dulverton one, rolled up on shelving. 
 

 
 

Visit to Mervyn Richens and the conservation room 
 

In the conservation room, Mervyn, the senior conservator, had laid out a large selection of tithe maps, large and small 
and others were displayed on the wall. He explained that the parishes had a choice of three scales to use to draw their 
maps and that the scale chosen was not always the most relevant. Some maps were made in one piece, some 
section by section. It was a large task for a man on a horse and a boy with a chain measure to get all the necessary 
measurements but in practice most did it well because, when compared with later Ordnance Survey maps, they are 
accurate.They were the first commissioned maps of the whole country from Landôs End to John Oô Groats. 
 
There was no depicted method of how they should be made. Some were parchment, some paper, some were in the 
apportionment, some vice versa. Because of the way they were made and subsequently folded, many over the years 
have damage to the corners. The copies Mervyn showed us were the Diocesan copies, kept in the county record 
office, with full right of access by the public. Many parish copies have got lost but some have found their way to the 
record office, not least because they are large to store elsewhere. 
 
Mervyn described the methods used to conserve them. To conserve them a backing is prepared of terylene material 
and new unbleached linencloth overlaid with handmade paper and coated with hot gelatine size. This size gives a 
suppleness which prevents the maps from both dryness and damp. He showed us the backing used for the maps on 
the very large, floor to ceiling, vertical board with backlit LED sheets which donôt generate heat. He had designed this 
and it is now adopted be other record offices. Being vertical it doesnôt distort the maps. He emphasised that any repair 
to the maps is kept to the minimum required.When conserved the maps are covered in polyester film, which is almost 
fireproof, and suspended from a cleverly devised rail which allows the map to be hung vertically with no strain put 
upon it. 
 
The group also had an opportunity to see some other maps including the 17th century map of  calomine mines at 
Woodborough Green and a 17th century map belonging to the Waldegrave family showing mines on Mendip. 
 



 
 

Icam photography/ Mario Aleppo 
 

We were taken to see the apparatus designed digitally to photograph the maps. Mario Aleppo of Icam, who is taking 
the photographs, explained that the company had been asked if they could make digitisation equipment for large 
maps. They devised the equipment and have now used it for several counties in the south of England including Kent, 
Surrey, Hampshire and Devon. 
 
The large metal contraption takes up nearly a whole room from floor to ceiling with the lights and camera, with a very 
expensive German lens, above and the map below where it can be dragged on a platten so that each section can be 
photographed. The camera can capture about 770 megabytes at one go, covering an area 3ft by 2ft 6in. The largest 
map they have taken took thirty shots. The resolution is 125% and takes up huge gigabyte space. The shots can be 
seen on a monitor and stiched together with photoshop. 
 
The final results will be easier to produce digitally on disc and online and much better quality. Areas could be 
highlighted and sent by email. It will be possible because of the high resolution to see things one wouldnôt have been 
able to see in the past. 
 
Conclusion 
 
All  in all it was a fascinating, informative, well organised afternoon and very well attended. 
 

 

WHEN YEOVIL HAD A PORT  - by Jack Sweet of Yeovil 

In June 1936 'An Old Yeovilian' reminisced in the columns of the Western Gazette on 'Yeovil's Port' and he recalled 
the time before the coming of the railway to Yeovil in 1853 when the town was: 
 
'Quite an unimportant town with a population of under 8000 its rateable value only amounting to £13,400.  A small gas 
company had been started in 1834 with premises in Newton Road, and in 1856 we find there were only 124 gas  
lamps costing £300 annually.  No waterworks existed until 1872, the town's needs being supplied by numerous wells 
such as  Miller's Well in Reckleford, Miss Neal's Well on Penn, Rusty Well in Hendford, Nine Springs &c. 
 
'A leading glove manufacturer once told me that many years ago, in 1851, the year of the Great Exhibition in Hyde 
Park, he took a sample case of Yeovil gloves to be displayed and to reach London by the quickest route he had first to 
drive the five miles over to Stoke, where he embarked on the stage-coach at Cart Gate Inn, the journey to London 
occupying the greater part of two whole days. 
 
'Our general facilities for trading were also extremely limited for want of good means of transport.  Unlike many towns, 
Yeovil had no river navigation at its door.  The River Yeo was, however, at that time tidal up to the bridge at Long 
Load, a place some nine miles from the town, and in fact, just 83 years ago this was  "the Port of Yeovil" connecting 
the town by water transport with Bridgwater and the Bristol Channel ports. 
 
'The village of Long Load has always had a strong appeal for me; some of my earliest associations are linked with it.  
As a small boy on one visit I remember a bathe in its river and coming ashore to my horror finding my limbs covered 
all over with live leeches intent on reducing my blood pressure. 
 
'The village of Long Load today is a quiet and uninspiring place, and not being on a 'bus route is seldom visited.  Its 
one street is about a mile in length, and descends to the river, where the bridge is a natural boundary to the village.  
Along this street are several substantial farmhouses, but there are no other buildings of any importance.  Even the 



church is a modern structure.  Once a year the village puts on a festive appearance, this being the day of the annual 
fete, which is known as Long Load Revel.  At the time this article refers to, Load Bridge was a place of much 
commercial activity.  It is difficult to realise that only 83 years ago these same farm lands were the centre of flourishing 
business establishments.  Over the bridge away from the village were the extensive stone-works belonging to a Mr 
Lovibond, and it is interesting to find that this gentleman's descendants afterwards developed the large and successful 
breweries at Salisbury and Greenwich, which reminds us that many big city firms can trace there origin to some small 
village industry. 
 
'Facing Lovibond's yard on the village side of the river were the business premises occupied by the well-known firm of 
merchants, Messrs Stuckey and Bagehot, whose head office was at Langport.  Where today only the peaceful farm 
fields are seen, then the ground was covered by a group of buildings, offices, weighbridge, timber shed, corn and salt 
stores, with stacks of bricks, pipes, slates, and other builders' materials.  My connection with this firm is a family one, 
as my grandfather was in service of the Company for nearly seventy years as manager at Load Bridge, and 
afterwards at Yeovil, to which the firm moved their business  when the railway was opened.  
 
'From this near relative of mine I often heard tales of the old times at Load Bridge  He would relate to me how at 
certain times on the arrival of the coal boats, as many as five hundred waggons were to be seen lined up the long 
village street, waiting all through the night for their turn to load up at the wharf. What a lively scene this must have 
been, with the stamping of horses, the jingling of harness, barking of dogs and shouting of men and boys as they 
crowded round the yard gates at their impatience at the delay and their anxiety to get to get their loads completed and 
start on their homeward journey.  Goods were brought up the river in large barges, some taking as much as 30 tons 
weight.  These were towed up on the tide being drawn by specially-trained horses.  In the course of the journey along 
the narrow towpath, at frequent intervals were stiles separating the various fields, and the barge men taught their 
horses to jump these obstacles  -  no small achievement on the part of these hard-working animals and it must have 
been a sight to witness. 
 
'The river was used for a large variety of merchandise, most of which was transfered to the barges from large coasting 
vessels at Bridgwater.  Large quantities of Dean Forest coal were handled regularly, known as Bullo coal, named after 
Bullo Pill, the port from which it was shipped.  Culm, a kind of anthracite, came over from Swansea, and was in much 
demand for the numerous lime-kilns then so much in use.  Salt from Droitwich, both for domestic and farm use, was 
another article often imported.  Slates came from Port Maddoc and timber from Sweden.  Bricks, tiles, pipes, and the 
famous scouring bricks, all were products of the Bridgwater brick fields.  Chemicals and tanning materials from Bristol 
were brought along for the Yeovil skin yards.  Soda ash for the sail markers of Crewkerne and general groceries and 
provisions were sent by the large Bristol warehouses.  On the return journey the barges would load up farm produce, 
hay, straw, corn etc. for which there was a big demand for the traders at Cardiff and Bristol.  Your readers will be 
surprised to hear that places as distant as Shaftesbury, Gillingham, Mere and Wincanton frequently made use of Load 
Bridge as their port, and nearer towns like Martock, Yeovil, Sherborne and Crewkerne depended almost entirely upon 
it for their daily supplies.' 
            

(I found this article very interesting as I am descended from Mr Lovibond  – Liz)  

 

 

HOW HEALTHY WAS BURNHAM AS A SEASIDE RESORT? SEWAGE AND SANITATION IN 
BURNHAM IN THE MID 19TH CENTURY  - FROM SUE BERRY 

 
 
The two mineral springs at Burnham which were the original reason for its development as a health resort were not 
discovered by the local vicar until 1830 and as a result the town developed as a seaside resort later than the other 
Somerset ones. The bathhouse was built by Rev. Davies in 1830 in order to attract visitors to the town and in 1836 
they were described as a óspacious buildingô, one part of which had been fitted out with sea water baths, both hot and 
cold, and with a bath using the water from the sulphurous spring which Davies had discovered nearby. The other part 
of the building was óarranged for the reception and accommodation of such invalids, as may think it expedient, during 
a course of warm bathing, to avoid all risk from exposure in returning to their residenceô. The risk mentioned here 
presumably meant exposure to the wind or rain but in fact visitors ran a much greater risk of exposure to disease in 
the places they stayed. 

 
In 1849 Thomas Webster Rammellôs Report to the General Board of Health on his preliminary enquiry into the 
sewerage, drainage and supply of water to the people of Burnham was published. At this time, Burnham was 
advertising itself as a healthy holiday resort with at least one hotel, the Clarence, and many lodging houses where 
visitors could rent accommodation. However, the lack of anything approaching an integrated water supply and 
sewerage system caused many visitors to cut short their stay in the town. 
 
Rammell interviewed many of the townôs inhabitants, asking questions concerning the state of their health and the 
condition of their houses, and recording their views on the townôs sanitary condition. One of those he interviewed was 
Robert Wakeham, the landlord of the Clarence, who said  



 
ñI have frequently had families in the house who have been prevented staying by the bad smells. Scores and 
hundreds of people have come to me and said, óWhat a dirty place yourôs is; weôve heard of Burnham, but 
now we see it; at what time does the train goô? The omnibus to the station starts from my house; I never see 
them after. I have no doubt that hundreds are driven from the place by the bad smells in itò. 

 
 

 
Wakeham may have been exaggerating somewhat as he also complained that the flooding that the town suffered an a 
regular basis had cost him over £50 in damage done to his furnishings and the loss of money from visitors who left 
prematurely but other inhabitants also complained of the lack of drainage in the town. A Mr P J Petherick stated that  
 

ñIt does not require a heavy fall of rain to flood Victoria Street, the principal street in the townéI have heard 
visitors say, looking at the water, óThis is a watering place indeed!ôò 

 
A resident doctor who had seen the growth in the amount of visitor accommodation in the town assured Rammell that 
he had never been into one of the new lodging houses that had a ñpureò atmosphere and that 
 

ñThe Royal Parade is very bad; some friends of mine took lodgings in a house adjoining [it], and were obliged 
to leave them on account of both their children having fever;éthese houseséconstitute the best part of 
Burnham. éa very refined lady told me she had been compelled to smoke a cigar during the night, solely for 
self-preservation from the disgusting smells. I am certain this lady had never smoked before, éit was a 
scented cigarò. 

 
If these were the conditions in óthe best part of Burnhamô, what was it like in the areas where the poorer inhabitants 
lived? One man who lived with his family in a court with eleven houses in it said that the privy in the middle of the 
court, which was only three or four steps from his door, was used by all the inhabitants of the eleven houses, a total of 
60 people. This privy would be emptied about twice a year but the yard was nearly always wet with the liquid that 
leaked from it. ñNasty worm like things with long tailsò invaded the house and metamorphosed into flies. His 
neighbours emptied their chamber pots onto the ash heap which, he said, was between the privy and his house and 
they threw óall manner of filth thereô as there was nowhere else it could be put. óSlopsô were thrown into the street 
where they were sometimes six inches deep and had to wait for heavy rain to wash them away. 
 
Rammell commented on the lack of an organised scavenging or rubbish collection system and the want of a public 
yard where dry waste could be taken. He quoted another resident as saying that 



 
ñThere are several open spaces which are almost impassable from the ordure and filth of every description 
thrown there by the poorer classes, who have no other places to which to take such mattersò. 

 
Following Rammellôs report a Board of Health was established for the town and improvements were made, so much 
so that ten years later in 1859 the author of a Guide Book to Burnham could say with confidence ñThe sanitary 
condition of Burnham may be said to be now perfectò. This statement as it turned out was slightly premature for as late 
as 1883 the author of a report to the Local Government Board wrote  
 

óHaving regard to the character of the place as a health resort é [the visitors should] be assured that in such 
visits they are not exposing themselves to the risk of contracting preventable disease through the atmosphere 
of their dwellings being poisoned by sewer air and the water they drink being dangerously contaminated; a 
guarantee which Burnham at the present time cannot afford themô. 

 

 

VISIT TO WELLS CITY ARCHIVES 24TH APRIL 2012   - BY ANNE MURCH 
 

A group of the Friends had a very interesting, informative and enjoyable visit and talk at the Wells & Mendip Museum 
about the Wells City Archives.  
 
Visit to the strong room 
 
Dr. Julia Wood, who took on the job a year ago as the part-time archivist, showed us some of the very valuable, 
fascinating items in the collection. These were moved in November last year from their unsatisfactory damp home, in 
five old jail cells below the Town Hall, to their new, much more appropriate home in proper archival conditions at the 
Museum, accommodation shared with some of the Museum archives and collection of artefacts. 
 
We were shown some of the 34 episcopal and royal charters, often with large beeswax seals, dating back up to 900 
years, some of which had been conserved at the Somerset Heritage Centre. The first was the 12th century Bishop 
Reginald FitzJocelin charter in excellent condition with very clear script and attached seal, the next Bishop Savaricôs 
charter, almost as old and again very clear. We saw some letters patent of Richard II with illumination and gilding, a 
portrait of Richard and some fascinating detail of little faces and fishes; Letters Patent from Queen Elizabeth I granting 
Wells a new form of constitution and the right to have its own prison; and the Great Seal of Henry VIII. By contrast with 
the medieval parchments, a 1974 charter of the City was on inferior parchment. 
 
We then saw one of the collection of convocation books which existed from 1378 up to the Municipal Corporations Act 
of 1835. The book we saw dates from 1553- 1623. Julia explained the reason for little decorative pictures of gloves in 
the margin of the book. When anyone was made a burgess of the city at that time, they were required to give the city a 
dozen pairs of gloves, which were kept by the churchwardens of St. Cuthbertôs for distribution among the 
stonemasons, wine for the Council and wax for the church altar lights. More recent people given the honorary freedom 
of the City, like Bishop Carey, just give a pair of gloves ( no longer given to stonemasons) and wax. Some of the 
convocation books have been transcribed by the Somerset Record Society. 
 
We also saw details of the visit of Queen Anne of Denmark in 1613, wife of James I. There is a fine carved walnut 
chair at the Town Hall which might have been used by Anne during the civic banquet laid on in her honour. 
 
We saw a small book dated 1821 with exquisitely drawn and tinted plans of Wells Corporation lands and tenements. 
Other 19th/20th century records include school attendance registers. 
 
Several shelves contained rolls of tithe maps for the In and Out parish of St Cuthbert, Wells. 
 
Talk by Barry Lane and Julia Wood 
 
Barry gave us a short talk about the Museum for which he has been honorary curator for the last two years. He 
explained that the Museum began primarily as a collection relating to natural history and archaeology and was 
originally kept near the chapter house. In 1928 William Wyndham, benefactor, bought the present house which had 
belonged to the Cathedral and dates back at least to the 12 th century. It opened in 1932. It only has part time staff 
and volunteers and for the last 20 years the post of Curator has been an honorary one. Its main collection is still 
geology and archeology, particularly that related to caving for which Mendip has long been famous but it also has 
other archives, particularly a good collection of photographs of the City and people, some from the Phillips portrait 
studio, some of which are indexed. The long term aim will be to do something on the history of Wells. 
 
Julia explained that she believes Wells is one of the few cities to retain its own archives. There are thousands of 
original documents, dating before 1972 local government reorganisation, but they are not well known and have not 
been easy to access. There is not at present a single comprehensive catalogue of what is in the collection.  
 



A few older documents like an ancient roll of mayors have stayed at the Town Hall but most were moved to the 
Museum. As well as the archives we saw in the strong room, there are many medieval title deeds and leases, original 
drawings for many of the late Victorian houses in Wells, health board documents, documents relating to the justice 
system like petty sessions and assizes, elections, fairs and markets documents, a collection of 19th century posters 
and information about local clubs and societies. 
 
Julia had also put on a small exhibition in the meeting room of various interesting documents. 
 
Items from the archives can be seen by arrangement by contacting Julia on archives@ wellsmuseum.org.uk but her 
normal working hours are only Monday 9.00-5.00 and Tuesday 9.00 ï 12.30. 
 
 
 

RECIPE ï FROM SUE BERRY 
 
This editionôs recipe cum medical treatment may not sound very appetizing nor very likely to have any effect on the 
medical conditions it claims to help. However, fresh turnips are one of the vegetables rich in vitamin C, providing about 
21mg or 35% of DRA of vitamin C per 100 grams. But the turnip's root is high only in vitamin C. The green leaves of 
the turnip top ("turnip greens") on the other hand are a good source of vitamin A, folate or folic acid, vitamin K and 
calcium as well as vitamin C. Turnip greens are also high in lutein (8.5 mg / 100g) which may help prevent macular 
degeneration and the growth of cataracts.  However, no modern dietician, at least as far as I am aware, has 
advocated eating nothing but turnips, apart from the occasional prune, for 30 days as this writer does. 
 
The method of proceeding in a Course of Turnupps either in the Gout Rheumatisme Stone Gravell Cholick Dropsey 
Scurvey Consumption and many other Distempers 
 
Eate one raw Turnupp in the Morning 
at noone 3 or 4 Scolôd and Night as many more or as many as your Stomach will bear for the more you Eate of the[m] 
the Better 
 
Pare them very thin and lett your Water Boyle before you put them in and lett them boyle 5 or 6 Minutes when they are 
enough cut one and there will appear a white spot in the middle then they are in right case to Eate this must be their 
foode for 30 Day at least and must not Eate any thing Directly or Indirectly other than Turnupps either done as above 
or baked or Roasted which way their Stomach will digest it best 
 
And for your Drinke thus take a Pott or Skellet that will hold about Two Gallons and pare as many Turnupps as will fill 
it quarter them and lay them as close as possible you can, then fill it with Water as much as will cover them and no 
more, and lett them Boyle till they be pretty soft not altogether so much as would doe to Eate with Meate then press 
them between two Trenchers and let this be their Drinke for 30 days and lett then Drinke as much of it as they can the 
more the Better and nothing else and leave Mault Liquor for thatôs as bad as Ratsbane for them 
 
If you find this first Liquor is not Strong enough let boyle as many Turnips as at first in the same Liquour that the first 
was boyled in and then press them into that Liquor which will make it very Strong. 
 
If the party have any sores that break or runn let them apply nothing but Turnupps to them Poultisewise and wash 
them with some of the Liquor the Turnupps are boyled in 
 
If upon entering this Course they should be Costive as most people are then Eate half a Dozen or a Dozen of Prunes 
Stewed or Raw and that will cause a Motion if the Party Smoke they may Smoke what they please but Eate nor Drinke 
any thing else than as aforesaid This was the method prescribed to me 
 
But if the Party be very weake or their Stomach will not bear it they may eate one Flesh meale in a Weeke of Veale 
Rosted or a Fowle or anything thats light and easey of Digestion and Drinke one Glass of Wine every Day but it would 
be much better if they did not, for they would find more benefit and in a much Shorter Time 
 
 
 

New Accessions February 2012-21 May 2012 
 
Not all of these collections have been listed, but they are all available for research at the Heritage Centre.  If you cannot find the details on the 
Heritage Centre online catalogue (www.somerset.gov.uk/dserve), please get in touch and they can give you more information.   
 

Parish records 

Banwell: PCC minutes, correspondence, treasurersô records, etc., 20th century-21st century (D\P\ban) (12 boxes)  
Batcombe: marriage register, 1995-2007 (D\P\bat) 
Blagdon parish records: minutes, correspondence, accounts, etc., 1950s-1990s (D\P\blag) 
Blagdon: parochial church council minutes and correspondence, [1979]-1983 (A\BGT) 
Bridgwater St Francis: baptism, marriage, banns and service registers, 1955-2009 (D\P\bw.fr) (19 volumes) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutein
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/dserve


Chedzoy: additional parish records, including: orders of services, programmes, restoration appeal, pastoral schemes, accounts and 
correspondence, 1957-2007 (D\P\chedz) 
Coleford: additional parish records, including service registers and minutes, 1831-2009 (D\P\colefd) (4 boxes) 
Corton Denham: Corton Denham News parish magazines, 2006-2011 (D\P\co.d)  
Cossington: three marriage registers, 1985-2007 (D\P\coss) 
Crowcombe: PCC minutes and AGM reports, 1995-2005 (D\P\crow) 
Draycott: documents from the 150th celebrations of St Peter's Church, including newspaper articles, programmes and posters, 
June-July 2011 (D\P\dcot) 
Lyng: baptism and marriage registers, 1879-2007 (D\P\lyn) 
Podymore: parish registers, minutes and faculties, 1924-1995 (D\P\pod.m) 
Taunton St. James: printing plates depicting images of the church, 19th cent. (D\P\tau.ja) 
West Chinnock: PCC minutes, 1985-2007 (D\P\chin.w) 
West Cranmore: marriage register.1837-2010 (D\P\cran.w) 
West Hatch: additional parish records, including: papers relating to the Reeveôs Feast Charity; pastoral scheme; licence for public 
worship for Meare Green Mission Church; transcripts and leaflets; and maps relating to glebe land, 1882-1995 (D\P\hat.w) 
Yeovilton: parish registers, accounts, minutes, etc., 1924-1995 (D\P\yeon)  
 
Nonconformist records 

Mark Baptist Chapel: accounts, minutes and correspondence, 1950-1980 (D\N\mk.b) 
Montacute: Photograph and transcript of Scholarsô Roll of Honour Board in the Baptist Church, [1872-1895] (D\N\mon.b) 
Pedwell Methodist Church: newspaper clippings, circuit plans and sale particulars, 1882-2012 (A\DKV) 
Street: Copy conveyance of land in Street to support the Baptist Church there, [1872] (DD\C) 
 
Local government records 

Somerset County Council: plans of council buildings, including schools, fire stations, Rural Life Museum, libraries, magistrates 
courts and homes (reduced size and larger versions), 1990s; agreement for alterations to the stable block Hestercombe House, 
1994; plans of Dillington College, Ilminster, 1975-1989, 1970s-1990s (C/PSCS) (5 boxes) 
Somerset County Council: photographic negatives of education properties and plans for Dillington House, 20

th
 cent. (C\PSCS) (4 

boxes) 
Somerset County Council: Environment and Property (Countryside); records relating to Mendip Hills AONB, Cheddar Gorge and 
Windwhistle Ridge, c.1980 (C\EPCO) (7 boxes) 
Somerset County Council: Planning Authority planning application registers, 1981-1993 (C/ENPR) 
Somerset County Council: CEO Planning and Performance department publications, 2000-2012 (C\CECP) (7 boxes) 
Woodspring and North Somerset Council Electoral registers: edited versions, 2011-2012; unedited versions, 1993-1996 (Q/RER) 
South Somerset District Council: Pre-registration deeds, 18th cent.-20th cent. (D\DC\s.som) (48 boxes) 
West Somerset Coroner: Inquests and Natural Causes files, including treasure trove cases, 2002-2009 (C/CR/W) (20 boxes) 
(CLOSED)  
East Somerset Coroner: Natural Causes files, 2010-2012 (C/CR/SE) (14 boxes) (CLOSED) 
 
Ansford Parish Council: accounts, elections paperwork and related documents, 1895-2008 (D\PC\ans) 
Axbridge Town Council: map and plan, 1930-1980 (D\PC\ax) 
Badgworth Parish Council: minutes, 1933-2007 (D\PC\badg) 
Blagdon: Parish Council minutes, 2001-2003 (D\PC\blag) 
Churchstanton: additional parish material, financial statements, rent receipts, appointment of overseers, 19th cent.-20th cent. 
(D\PC\chu) 
Hardington Mandeville Parish Council: minutes, accounts and related papers, 1894-2005 (D\PC\hard.m) 
Long Ashton Parish Council: minutes (original and digital copies), declarations of acceptance of office and inherited records, 1888-
2011 (D\PC\l.ash) (7 boxes) 
Stogumber: Parish Council minutes, accounts and surveys, 1972-2009 (D\PC\stogm) 
Tintinhull Parish Council: minutes, 1894-2010 (D\PC\tin) 
 
School records 

Wyvern Community School (now Hans Price Academy), Weston super Mare: additional records, including policies, prospectuses, 
school handbooks, programmes of events and school newsletters, 1973-2011 (A\DFT) (3 boxes) 
Woolavington: school log books, minute books, stock and stores books, sales books, punishment book, admission book, summary 
of attendance book and miscellaneous correspondence and documents, 1871-1985 (A\DLO) 
 
Business records 

Bridgwater: papers relating to Bigwood and Staple, printers, c.1950-1960 (A\DLI) 
Bridgwater: British Cellophane Ltd.: photographs and ephemera, c.1988 (A\CNS) 
Glastonbury: Clark, Son and Morland Ltd.: director's minute book, 1946-1972 (A\DLH) 
Minehead: additional records of J. Ridler and Sonsô shoe shop, including post books, receipts and file relating to the construction of 
the shop frontage, 1930s-1980 (A\DFP) 
 
Research papers 

Bradford-on-Tone: notes on parish history, surveys, maps and genealogical studies, late 20th century (A\CSP) 
Broomfield: research papers relating to the Crosse family, including copy articles, newspaper clippings, correspondence and copy 
will, [1646-2010] (A\DLA) 
Creech St Michael: research and resources compiled for a village study of Creech St Michael by Mr Derek B. Smith, 1970s (A\DKP) 
Exford: papers and resources compiled by Roger A. Burton intended to be used to write a history of Exford, including the research 
papers of the late Jon. K. Ridler and the late Margaret Freeman Archer, [18th cent.]-20th cent. (A\DKQ) (4 boxes) 
Sampford Arundel: manuscript history by Mr. C. W. Green, 1980s (A\DKX) 
Somerset: brass rubbings, notes and correspondence relating to church bells, 19th cent.-20th cent. (A\DKZ) (45 boxes) 



Somerset: research on heraldry at North Cadbury Manor House; ecclesiastical seals; and badges, devices and knots, 2012 
(DD\X\SKG) 
 
Archaeological records 

Papers relating to the Levels and Moors, including: manuscripts on peat levels and bogs, c.1914; report on the floods in Somerset 
1872-1873; drawing and description of "Samian" ware found in peat at Highbridge, 1912-1913; and documents sent from Sir Harry 
Godwin's collection at the University of Cambridge, including notes on geology, Meare Lake Village and the River Brue, 1872-
1990s (DD\X\SOM) 
Mick Aston's Time Team Archive: Videos and DVDs including rushes, Wessex Archaeology reports for all digs, files of papers sent 
by the producers relating to the digs, 1994-2012 (A\DKU) 
 
Deeds and Family papers 

Bridgwater: deeds and associated papers relating to 45-49 St Mary Street, 1680s-1960s (A\DLJ) 
Deeds for land in Exton, 1799-1877 (DD\THB) 
Frome, Orchardleigh, etc.: papers and photographs relating to the Jones and Dymott families, late 19th cent.-late 20th cent. 
(DD\X\WI) 
Pitney: wills and marriage settlements of the Shirreff and Dudman families, [1737]-1897 (A\DLX) 
Taunton and Somerset: records of the late Miss Caryl Mary Freeman, mainly relating to hockey, 1920s-2012 (A\DKT) 
Taunton: records of the Gridley, Sanderson and Browne families of Taunton and elsewhere, including wills, personal 
correspondence, certificates and genealogical notes, 19th-20th cent; and deeds relating to property in the High Street and 
elsewhere in Taunton, 1730s-1800s (A\DLR) 
Wyndham Estate: additional papers, 14th century-20th century (DD\WY) (116 boxes) 
Yeovil: deeds and leases, 1713-1934 (DD\X\SDFHS) (4 boxes) 
 
Clubs and Societiesô records 

Somerset Association of Local Councils: minute books, annual reports, photographs and original constitution, 1947-2011 (A\DLN) 
Somerset Bowls Association: match results, 2002-2012 (A\DET) 
Wayfarers Pantomime Society, Taunton: records including minutes, accounts, scripts and programmes, 1960s-2007 (A\DLT) (9 
boxes) 
Womenôs Institute: records of the Combe Hay, Hadspen and Shepton Montague, North Newton and Trull and Staplehay branches, 
including minutes, accounts, scrapbooks and North Newton parish register transcripts [1815]-2011 (DD\WI) 
 
Other records 

Avon and Somerset Constabulary: letter book, photographs, discipline books and various other records, 19th cent.-20th cent. 
(DD\ASC) 
Burnham on Sea: Plans and elevations of Burnham on Sea convent, 1889-1930 (A\DLQ) 
Schedule and brochure for Her Majesty the Queen's visit to Crewkerne, May 2012 (DD\SHC) 
Records of the Wadham Almshouses, Ilton, including accounts, minutes and correspondence,  
late 19th cent.-late 20th cent. (A\DLU) 
Somerset Drainage Board: records of Lower Brue; Bridgwater and Pawlett; Cannington and Wembdon; Northmoor; Langport; West 
Sedgmoor; Allermoor; Chedzoy, Currymoor; Dunster; Othery; Middlezoy; Westonzoyland; Stanmoor; King Sedgemoor; Lower Axe; 
Stockland drainage boards, including minutes, accounts, ledgers, correspondence and reports, 1860s-2000 (A\DGG) (13 boxes) 
Somerset: photograph album of Winifred Lancaster (née Piper) and souvenir book of Dunster, 1930s-1950s (A\DLG) 
Taunton: Slides entitled 'The Changing Scene of Taunton' taken by Geoffrey G. Bagwell, depicting building works and scenes of 
Taunton, 1960s (A\DKW) 
Victor comic book containing an account of an attack on the Germans by the 2nd Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry, in the 
Garigliano Valley, Italy, on 10 May 1944, 17 Aug 1974 (A\DKI) 
Weston super Mare: Grand Pier autograph album of A. Godfrey Pell-Hiley, Beaconsfield Road, 1904-1910 (A\DLM) 
Yeovil: Great Western Railway, Yeovil Branch, book of reference and CD transcript, mid 19th cent. (DD\X\SDFHS) 
 
Contact Information 
Chairman: Malcolm Daniels         Treasurer:  Frances Daniels 
chairman@friendsofsomersetarchives.org.uk   membership@friendsofsomersetarchives.org.uk 
 
Events Organiser: Karen Rockell          Membership Secretary: Frances Daniels 
karenrockell@sky.com     accounts@friendsofsomersetarchives.org.uk  
 
Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth James          Deputy Newsletter Editor:  Anne Murch 
editor@friendsofsomersetarchives.org.uk    anne@amurch.plus.com 
 
Minutes Secretary: Carol Dimmer          Web-master: Malcolm Daniels 
carol.dimmer@btinternet.com     web@friendsofsomersetarchives.org.uk 
 
Tithe Awards project: Jenni Llewellyn  
 tithes@friendsofsomersetarchives.org.uk 
 

Items For Sale 

We still have a number of books and CDs that Paul Mansfield has kindly donated to the Friends  for sale to help raise funds.   We have the following 
titles. 
Norrisô Taunton Journal 1725 to 1727. Indexed and filmed by Paul Mansfield. A full facsimile of the original with an index on one cd-rom for £4.00 
post free to the U.K.  and £4.60 overseas. 
Books 
A Catalogue of Unfortunate Incidents ï Inquests and Death by Misadventure in 18

th
 Century Somerset and Surrounds. - £6.00 including UK 

postage. Please make cheques payable to The Friends of Somerset Archives and send  to 102 Monks Dale, Yeovil, Somerset, BA21 3JH 
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